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CITYWIDE COALITION FOR COMMUNITY FACILITY REFORM

Mission:  To promote and achieve overall reform of the Community Facility Regulations in the New York City Zoning Resolution.

The unforeseen consequences of the Community Facility provisions have had deleterious effects on neighborhood character throughout the five boroughs:

1. Inappropriate and inconsistent definitions.  Community facility bulk allowance additions and uses are currently granted to structures that can include private residential development or commercial development and accessory uses, damaging the existing character of neighborhoods.

2. Disproportionate bulk.  Community facilities are allowed an increased bulk allowance, especially dramatic in some categories, that creates a disparity between them and other forms of development, particularly in residential communities and contextual zones.

3. Negative Impact on Neighborhood Character.  Community facilities are exempt from many zoning requirements that result in negative impacts upon their surrounding environment, the quality of life, and issues such as street life, parking, light and air, and rear yard coverage.

4. Over-saturation.  A high concentration of community facilities within a limited area – either through a single developer or though a number of unrelated projects – is destructive to residential neighborhoods.

5. Undermining zoning’s effectiveness.  The existing community facility provisions are being used by institutions and developers as a means to achieve “as-of-right” status for developments, that would otherwise be reviewed – thwarting the goals of a rational planning process, and skirting the public review process which we feel should be in place.

Community Facilities provisions and the definition of what constitutes community facilities must be radically reformed to allow New York City’s vibrant and diverse neighborhoods to retain their character while they grow and develop in the 21st Century.

